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were also years of partial famine in the district (see Appendix for
details); 1875-76 was a year of scanty rainfall, but in 1876, while the
south-west monsoon was very scanty, the north-east (September to Dec-
ember 1876) completely failed, resulting in the almost total failure of
all crops except those irrigated by wells or river channels; the kdr
rains of the hot weather of 1877 were very scanty and useless, while the
south-west monsoon until September 1877 was almost a total failure
and much of the country resembled a desert. The north-east monsoon
followed with violence, and, though permitting cultivation, ruined a good
deal of the kambu by its profuseness, while it caused much sickness and
death amongst constitutions enfeebled by want and privation. Briefly,
after only a two-thirds crop in 1875, the land yielded over a vast area
practically no crop during the cultivation season of 1876, while that of
1877 was so late that when rain fell from September onwards, the crops
were in flower and ear in the heaviest part of an exceptionally heavy
, monsoon, so that much was lost and damaged. The result in sickness
and death was too fearful to dwell upon.

The population had not suffered for many years from the checks of
war, serious disease or actual famine, while an abnormal rate of repro-
duction was induced by the high prices of produce, which favored the
ryots and their laborers who were paid in grain, while the railways
took away their surplus grain stocks and brought them cash. The
result was that the cultivation of unprofitable areas was forced upon
the rapidly increasing population, and the poorer strata, partly day
laborers, partly petty ryots, increased as though scarcity were unknown,
eking out the produce of these poor lands by daily labor; such lands
in the best years would give but a scanty return since their pauper
cultivators had no capital to invest, while in bad years the wretched-
ness of the cultivation resulted in total failure. Hence upon the
occurrence of a rain failure, not apparently unprecedented, but unpre-
cedented in the then state of population and probably short stocks of
grain, myriads of acres of poor lands and much of the other lands gave
little or no crop, and lakhs of the poor were at once-reduced to the
starvation point. At first they managed to subsist by private charity,
by the stores of grain in possession of their richer employers, and by
petty labor; but &s the intensity of the famine deepened, grain stores
failed and prices rose; their friends and co-ryots or employers could no
longer help them, and early in 1877 the famine developed with alarming
rapidity. The Collector (Mr. "Wedderburn) had from December pre-
pared for famine, and relief works and gratuitous relief were started as
required. Until October 1877 all relief was under the civil depart-
ment, but from that date works were handed over to the Public Works
Department. (The works undertaken were famine roads, usually the
widening and straightening of village laaes and making them into
regular roads, deepening of tanks, removal of prickly pear to a small
extent* clearance of irrigation chajinels, and so forth. Weavers were